THE  FIRST ASSAULT ON  MADRID
was evident that General Franco had at that moment
neither the means nor the desire thus to capture the city.
His artillery was not sufficiently powerful, nor his supply
of shells adequate. He had only a small army confront-
ing Madrid, and lie could not accept the terrible costs
which a frontal attack wc'^ld Iiave meant. Over and
above that, as lie explained to me in eloquent terms,
"Madrid is our city, it is cur capital. The Reds from
Moscow may contemplate its total destruction, but that
is a tiing which I cannot do 35
The first battle of Madrid had come to an end. The
attempt to rush its defences had failed because the Reds*
instead of falling back from the "open city" of Madrid
when they had been defeated in battle before it, had taken
refuge in its maze of streets and in the fact that there
was a great civilian population, mothers and fathers,
brothers and sisters of the Nationalists who would be
slaughtered were an assault to be pushed to the bitter
end. They had Hned the barricades of Madrid with
foreign volunteers and with foreign arms and? therefore^
another way had to be found to capture the capital of
Spain*